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“Fori  determined  not  to  know  any  thing  among  you,  save  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified.” — 
1  Corinthians  ii.  2. 

And  was  the  apostle  wrong  in  this  determination  ?  He  speaks  as  if  the  doctrine  of 
the  cross  was  ample  enough  and  comprehensive  enough  for  all  his  powers.  And  does 
this  at  all  indicate  that  he  was  of  a  narrow  and  contracted  mind,  which  could  apply  itself 
only  to  one  topic,  whilst  a  hundred  others,  perhaps  nobler  and  loftier,  lay  beyond  its 
grasp?  Nay,  not  so  !  The  tone  of  St.  Paul  abundantly  indicates  that  he  gloried  in 
being  thus  limited  to  the  cross  :  and  he  gloried  because  in  comparison  of  the  cross 
there  was  nothing  else  worth  knowing;  and  he  gloried  because  this  one  knowledge 
might  be  said  to  include  all,  or  where  it  did  not  include,  to  supersede  every  other.  The 
tone  of  the  apostle  is  not  that  of  a  man  who  is  apologizing  for  the  limited  character  of 
his  preaching,  or  its  humiliating  tendency ;  it  is  rather  that  of  one  who  felt  that  the 
Corinthians  had  nothing  to  complain  of,  seeing  that  he  had  taught  them  the  most,  pre¬ 
cious,  the  most  diffusive,  and  the  most  ennobling  of  truths.  Indeed,  he  had  known 
nothing  amongst  them  “  save  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified  but  what  else  was  there 
which  as  sinners  it  was  important  for  them  to  learn?  what  which,  if  leai’ned,  did  not 
derive  a  fresh  power  or  a  fresh  interest  from  the  cross  of  the  Redeemer? 

Here,  then,  is  our  subject  of  discourse — the  apostle  determined  to  know  nothing  save 
the  cross.  But  the  cross  is  the  noblest  study  for  the  intellectual  man,  as  it  is  the  only 
refuge  for  the  immortal.  How  different  was  the  plan  of  the  apostle  from  that  pursued 
by  many  who  have  undertaken  the  propagation  of  Christianity  !  It  is  recorded,  we 
believe,  of  some  of  the  Roman  Catholic  missionaries,  that  in  their  endeavours  to  bring 
over  the  heathen  to  Christianity,  they  scrupulously  kept  the  crucifixion  out  of  sight; 
considering  that  such  a  fact  would  invincibly  prejudice  those  whom  they  wished  to 
convince.  And  it  is  well  known  that  the  Moravian  missionaries — men  of  extraordinary 
piety  and  zeal — laboured  for  a  long  time  in  Greenland,  without,  at  least,  giving  promi¬ 
nence  to  the  doctrine  of  the  atonement,  believing  that  it  became  them  to  clear  the  way, 
and  prepare  men’s  minds  before  they  advanced  the  truth  of  Christ’s  death— a  truth  so 
likely,  as  they  thought,  to  give  fatal  offence  even  to  the  most  degraded  and  barbarous. 
In  each  case  the  same  feeling  was  at  work — the  feeling  that  there  is  something  very 
humiliating  in  the  cross;  and  that  human  reason,  and  yet  more,  human  pride,  must 
recoil  from  the  thought  of  being  saved  by  one  who  died  as  a  malefactor;  and  you  must 
all  be  aware,  whatever  the  error  or  the  mistake  of  the  missionaries  to  whom  we  have 
referred,  that  there  is  a  great  repugnance  in  men’s  minds  to  that  doctrine  which  is 
virtually  the  essence  of  Christianity;  and  that  what  St.  Paul  elsewhere  calls  “the 
offence  of  the  cross  ”  can  only  cease  with  the  thorough  renovation  of  our  nature.  It 
unit  immediately  be  allowed  that  the  scheme  of  Christianity  is  not  one  which  com¬ 
mends  itself  at  once  to  those  whom  it  proposes  to  rescue  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  so  con¬ 
structed  as  almost  necessarily  to  excite  opposition  ;  because,  in  place  of  flattering  any 
one  particular  passion,  it  requires  the  subjugation  of  all. 
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But,  after  all,  the  observable  thing  is,  that  Christianity  is  valuable  and  glorious  on 
those  very  accounts  on  which,  in  common  estimation,  it  must  move  the  antipathies  of 
its  hearers.  The  missionary  might  keep  back  ail  mention  of  the  cross,  because  fearful 
of  exciting  dislike  and  contempt ;  hut  all  the  while  he  would  be  withholding  that  which 
gives  its  majesty  to  the  system,  in  striving  to  apologise  for  its  noblest  distinction.  It  is 
sufficiently  evident  from  the  words  of  the  text,  that  this  was  the  opinion  of  the  greqt 
apostle  of  the  Gentiles.  And  we  count  it  of  importance,  that  we  should  occasionally 
shift  the  ground  of  debate :  and  that  thus,  in  the  place  of  admitting  what  may 
be  styled,  “  the  shame  of  the  cross,”  we  should  boldly  affirm  and  exhibit  its  glory. 
We  know  not  that  we  ought  to  allow  that  the  missionaries  of  whom  we  have  spoken, 
acted  with  prudence  and  penetration,  even  supposing  they  had  only  carnal  principles 
for  their  guidance.  With  all  our  admissions,  that  at  the  first  hearing  there  would  be 
something  repulsive  in  the  doctrine  of  Christ  crucified,  we  believe  that  this  doctrine 
has  oidy  to  be  fairly  exhibited  and  fully  expanded,  in  order  to  its  attracting  the  warmest 
admiration.  And  we  think  it  in  the  highest  degree  probable — even  if  we  shut  out  of 
consideration  that  faithful  preaching  alone  may  expect  the  divine  blessing — that  the 
missionaries  would  have  made  far  greater  way  by  insisting  upon,  and  displaying  the 
majesty  of  the  cross,  than  by  keeping  out  of  sight,  or  only  partially  exhibiting,  what 
they  erroneously  thought  so  likely  to  displease.  And  it  is  this  which,  on  the  present 
occasion,  we  wish,  by  God’s  help,  to  mako  good  to  you. 

Give  your  close  attention  to  so  interesting  a  question.  We  are  to  set  the  apostle 
against  all  those  teachers  who  would  in  any  way  or  degree  keep  back  or  obscure  the 
doctrine  of  the  cross  ;  and  we  are  to  see  whether  he  did  not  display  as  much  of  wisdom 
as  of  boldness,  when  in  no  tone  of  apology,  but  with  the  confidence  of  one  who  knew 
that  he  had  taught  what  was  alone  worthy  to  be  learned,  he  exclaimed  to  the  Corin¬ 
thians — “  I  determined  not  to  know  anything  among  you,  save  Jesus  Christ,  and  him 
crucified.” 

Now,  we  need  hardly  observe  to  you,  that  so  far  as  Christ  Jesus  himself  was  con¬ 
cerned,  it  is  not  possible  to  compute  what  may  be  called  the  humiliation  or  the  shame 
of  the  cross.  It  is  altogether  beyond  our  power  to  form  any  adequate  conception  of 
the  degree  in  which  the  Mediator  humbled  himself  when  born  of  a  woman,  and  taking 
part  of  flesh  and  blood.  It  is  beyond  our  power,  because  with  all  our  searchings  we 
cannot  find  out  God,  w'e  cannot  approach  the  confines  of  the  Divine  nature;  and  there¬ 
fore  neither  can  we  measure  the  mighty  descent  down  which  Divinity  passed  in 
assuming  humanity.  But,  after  all,  the  more  surprising  humiliation  is  that  which 
seems  to  come  more  nearly  within  our  measurement — the  humiliation  of  the  man 
Jesus  Christ — the  humiliation  to  which  the  Mediator  submitted  after  our  nature  had 
been  assumed.  In  merely  becoming  man,  or  rather,  in  becoming  man  without  the 
taint  of  original  sin,  the  Eternal  Word  did  not  bring  himself  under  the  curse  ;  he  was 
not  accessible  to  death,  the  great  penalty  of  transgression,  neither  was  he  heir  to  any  of 
that  degradation  which  is  literally  our  birthright  as  the  seed  of  the  apostate.  But 
when  the  Redeemer — though  he  had  done  no  sin,  consented  to  place  himself  in  the 
position  of  sinners  ;  when,  though  the  violated  law  had  no  claim  upon  him,  he  volun¬ 
tarily  made  himself  the  subject  of  its  exactions, — then  was  it  that  he  marvellously 
and  mysteriously  descended,  there  being,  if  we  may  venture  to  compare  things,  neither 
of  which  we  can  measure,  something  less  overwhelming  in  the  fact,  that  “  the  Word 
was  made  flesh,”  than  in  the  other  fact,  that  “being  found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  he 
humbled  himself  and  became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  cross.”  Here 
it  is  that  the  word  shame  may  justly  be  used;  for  in  this  it  was  that  Christ  Jesus 
became  a  curse  for  us.  We  read  nothing  of  shame  in  his  becoming  a  man  ;  but  we  do 
read  of  his  shame  in  dying  as  a  malefactor.  Thus  St.  Paul  declares  of  him,  in  his 
epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  that  “  for  the  joy  that  was  set  before  him,  he  endured  the  cross* 
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despi>ing  the  shame” — an  expression  which  equally  marks  that  Christ  was  sensible  of 
'he  indignities  of  his  death,  as  that  he  made  light  of  them  when  compared  with 
the  recompense  that  was  to  follow.  If  we  allow  that  it  was  a  shameful  thing — that  it 
involved  humiliation  which  no  thought  can  measure  that  he,  the  Lord  of  life  and 
glory,  should  have  hung  as  a  malefactor  between  earth  and  heaven,  what  other  emotions, 
you  may  ask,  but  those  of  sorrow  and  of  self-reproach  should  be  excited  as  we  con¬ 
template  the  cross.  Shall  we  exult  in  the  cross  ?  Shall  we  make  it  matter  of  trium¬ 
phant  rejoicing  that  the  Son  of  God  should  have  ascended  such  an  altar,  and  that, 
stretched  thereon  an  ignominious  spectacle,  have  poured  out  his  soul  unto  death  ?  In¬ 
deed,  we  are  not  so  to  exult  as  to  lose  those  feelings  of  godly  contrition  which  a  s;ght 
of  the  cross  should  always  produce.  The  awful  transaction  of  which  Calvary  was  the 
scene,  should  never  be  contemplated  by  us,  without  a  deep  sense  of  the  magnitude  of 
the  guilt  which  required  such  expiation,  and  a  great  self-abhorrence  at  having  added  to 
the  burden  which  weighed  down  the  innocent  sufferer.  But,  nevertheless,  though  of  all 
men  perhaps  St.  Paul  was  the  least  likely  to  forget  or  underrate  the  cause  of  sorrow 
presented  by  the  cross,  this  great  apostle  could  speak  of  determining  to  know  nothing 
but  the  cross — could  adopt  a  tone  which  implied  that  he  gloried  in  the  cross.  Why, 
think  ye,  was  this?  How  came  it  to  pass  that  that  which,  under  one  point  of  view7, 
covered  the  beholder  with  confusion,  should  yet,  under  some  other,  excite  feelings  of 
exultation,  so  that  all  the  shame  disappeared,  and  there  remained  nothing  but  the 
magnificence  of  triumph  ?  Or  why,  if  there  be  so  much  of  shame  about  the  cross — 
why  was  it  that  the  apostle  when  addressing  himself  to  a  refined  and  polished  people, 
“  determined  to  know  nothing  but  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified  ?” 

Indeed  there  is  no  difficulty  in  finding  answers  to  these  questions.  The  only  diffi¬ 
culty  is  in  selecting  those  which  are  more  pertinent  and  striking. 

We  may  first  observe  that  the  great  truth  which  the  apostle  had  to  impress 
on  the  Corinthians,  was  that  in  spite  of  their  sinfulness  and  alienation  they  were 
still  beloved  by  the  one  true  God.  And  how  better  could  he  do  this  than  by 
displaying  the  cross  ?  The  greater  the  humiliation  to  which  the  Son  of  God 
submitted,  the  greater  is  the  demonstration  of  the  Divine  love  towards  man. 
We  admit,  what  of  course  it  is  impossible  to  deny,  that  there  was  unmeasured  indignity 
in  the  death  of  the  cross;  and  that  the  consideration  that  it  was  for  our  sakes  this 
indignity  was  endured,  should  bring  us  down  to  the  dust,  and  fill  us  with  penitential 
sorrow.  WTho  can  fail  to  perceive  that  the  greater  the  obstacle  to  our  rescue,  the  lower 
the  depths  to  which  the  Mediator  must  descend  in  order  to  lay  hold  upon  the  perishing, 
the  more  was  the  manifestation  of  the  compassion  of  God  and  his  regard  to  the  lost 
notwithstanding  their  apostacy  ?  We  know  not  whether  it  be  lawful  to  speak  of  the 
possibility  of  our  having  been  saved  through  any  other  arrangement.  We  may  not  be 
able  to  prove,  and  perhaps  it  hardly  becomes  us  to  investigate,  what  may  be  called  the 
necessity  for  Christ’s  death,  so  that  unless  Christ  had  consented  to  die,  it  would  not 
have  been  in  God’s  power  to  open  for  us  the  kingdom  of  heaven.  But  we  cannot  be 
transgressing  the  bounds  of  legitimate  supposition  if  w'e  imagine,  for  a  moment,  that 
some  less  costly  process  had  sufficed,  and  that  justice  had  been  satisfied  without 
exacting  from  the  Surety  penalties  so  tremendous  as  were  actually  paid.  Is  it  not 
too  evident,  to  ask  any  proof,  that  in  the  very  proportion  in  which  you  diminish 
the  sufferings  of  the  Mediator,  you  diminish  also  the  exhibition  of  his  love,  and  leave 
the  thing  to  be  questioned,  though  perhaps  not  disproved,  that  the  compassions  of  the 
Deity  are  ample  enough  for  every  case  of  human  sinfulness  and  human  sorrow?  It 
is  the  fine  argument  of  St.  Paul — the  argument  with  which  he  would  repress  every  fear, 
aud  animate  to  confidence,  that  “  He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him 
up  for  us  all,  how  shall  he  not  with  him  also  freely  give  us  all  things?”  It 
is  an  argument  that  rests  on  the  fact,  that  nothing  can  be  needed  by  us  which 
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it  would  cost  God  so  much  to  bestow  as  to  do  that  which  has  already  been  given, 
and  which  draws  as  the  inference  from  this  fact,  that  he  who  has  imparted 
the  greater  benefit  cannot  be  willing  to  withhold  the  less.  But  you  destroy  the 
force  of  the  argument ;  you  take  all  point  from  the  verse,  if  you  in  any  degree  weaken 
the  words,  “  He  that  spared  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all.”  Suppose 
that  God  had  spared  his  own  Son,  suppose  the  arrangement  made  for  our  redemption  had  not 
required  his  delivering  him  up  for  us  all,  is  it  not  undeniable  that  the  apostle’s  reasoning  is 
so  weakened  that  it  could  not  be  urged  in  many  extreme  cases  of  guilt  and  destitution? 
There  might  have  been  room  for  debate,  whether  what  was  required  did  not  exceed 
what  had  already  been  done:  and  whether  therefore  the  fact,  that  redemption  furnished 
a  ground-work  of  hope,  or  rather  assurance,  that  God  would  give  what  the  urgency 
demanded.  But  redemption  through  death,  and  that  death  upon  the  cross  of  a  Mediator, 
and  that  Mediator  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father — this  leaves  no  place  for  such  debate, 
because  imagination  itself  can  suggest  nothing  greater  than  what  God  has  already  done, 
and  because  therefore  no  ease  could  arise  in  which  the  want  could  be  thought  to  exceed 
the  munificenco  and  mercy  of  God.  It  is,  then,  to  Christ  Jesus  and  him  crucified 
that  we  make  our  appeal ;  and  when  we  would  furnish  such  evidences  of  Divine  love 
as  would  overbear  all  unbelief,  we  do  not  rest  our  proof  upon  the  fact,  that  we  have 
been  redeemed;  but  on  the  fact,  that  we  have  been  redeemed  through  the  bitter 
passion  and  ignominious  death  of  God’s  only  and  well-beloved  Son.  It  is  here 
that  the  proof  is  absolutely  irrefragable.  Knowing  that  Christ  bare  our 
sins  in  his  own  body  on  the  tree,  we  know  that  we  are  beloved  with  a  love 
which  no  thought  can  measure,  no  unworthiness  alienate,  no  necessity  overpass. 
What,  then,  as  sinners  alienated  from  God  can  we  wish  to  know,  if  we  know  Jesus 
Christ  and  him  crucified  ?  In  what  should  we  exult,  in  what  glory,  if  not  in  this  know¬ 
ledge?  If  there  be  a  cause  of  exultation,  a  motive  for  rejoicing  to  a  fallen  creature, 
must  it  not  be  that  he  is  still  dear  to  his  Maker,  that  notwithstanding  all  that  he  hath 
done  to  provoke  Divine  wrath  and  make  condemnation  inevitable,  he  is  regarded  with 
unspeakable  tenderness  by  the  Almighty,  watched  over  with  solicitude,  and  provided 
for  at  a  cost  which  could  not  be  exceeded  in  worth  by  the  noblest  and  purest  of  beings 
who  throng  the  intelligent  universe.  Teach  me  this  and  you  teach  me  everything; 
and  this  I  learn  from  Christ’s  death.  I  learn  this,  indeed,  in  a  measure  from  the 
sun  as  he  walks  the  firmament  and  warms  the  earth  into  fertility  ;  I  learn  it  from  the 
moon  as  she  gathers  the  starry  hosts  into  her  train,  and  throws  over  creation  her  robe  of 
soft  light.  I  gather  it  from  the  various  operations  and  provisions  of  nature,  from  the 
faculties  of  the  mind,  and  the  capacities  of  the  soul.  But  if  I  am  taught  by  these  alone 
their  teaching,  after  all,  is  but  imperfect  and  partial.  They,  indeed,  give  testimony  that 
man  is  not  forgotten  of  God  ;  but  the  testimony  would  be  equally  given,  if  there  were 
the  power  of  receiving  it,  to  the  brute  creation,  and  to  the  innumerable  animated 
tribes  who  perish  at  death.  It  is  not  a  testimony,  at  least  not  a  direct,  that  we  are 
eared  for  as  immortal  beings  and  can  be  pardoned  as  sinful.  It  is  not  a  testimony  that 
He  who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  look  upon  iniquity  can  receive  into  favour  even  the 
vilest  of  those  who  have  thrown  off  their  allegiance,  and  that  he  will  manifest  such  an 
exuberance  of  lovingkindness  towards  the  guilty  as  will  not  leave  the  worst  cases 
without  hope  and  without  succour.  Show  us  what  will  give  such  a  testimony  as  this. 
The  sun  and  moon,  and  the  granaries  of  nature,  and  the  workings  of  intellect,  will  drop 
into  comparative  insignificance  when  we  show  you  Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified. 
Ay,  the  blazing  of  the  sun,  or  the  milder  shining  of  the  moon,  or  the  processes  of 
vegetation,  or  the  soarings  of  mind,  are  not  a  thousandth  part  so  demonstrative  of  the 
love  in  which  sinners  may  confide  as  this  emblem  of  shame,  this  memento  of  ignominy. 
I  gaze  upon  the  cross,  and  he  who  is  extended  there  seems  stretching  forth  the  arms  of 
his  kindness  that  he  may  embrace  the  world,  and  gather  the  perishing  under  the  wings 
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of  his  protection.  It  is  no  finite  being  who  is  thus  suspended.  Though  he  is  dying  amid 
the  revilings  of  his  enemies,  he  is  from  everlasting  and  to  everlasting,  as  truly,  as 
actually  God,  as  though  throned  in  inaccessible  splendours,  and  summoning  into  exist¬ 
ence  new  worlds  and  new  orders.  Then  I  cannot  doubt  the  Divine  love  ;  I  cannot 
dnubt  that  this  love  of  God  may  be  justly  called  inexhaustible;  and  if  I  will  only  allow 
myself  to  be  its  object,  there  is  no  amount  of  guiltiness  which  will  exclude  me  from  its 
embrace.  This  it  is  which  as  an  immortal  being,  and  yet  a  sinful,  I  have  most  inte¬ 
rest  in  ascertaining ;  and  this  it  is  in  which  if  once  ascertained,  I  have  most  cause  to  exult. 
Come,  then,  a  teacher  to  those  sunk  in  heathenism,  and  what  shall  he  teach  ?  Ay, 
one  may  go  and  tell  them  of  their  being  objects  of  God’s  providence — fed  by  his 
bounty,  guided  by  his  light,  and  curtained  by  his  shadows.  Another  may  tell  them 
of  their  having  been  made  after  his  image,  endowed  with  immortality,  illuminated  by 
reason.  I  would  not  be  insensible  to  the  excellence  of  such  teaching,  to  the  beauty  of 
these  proofs  of  the  love  of  the  Creator,  but  feeling  that  these  heathen  are  in  danger  of 
eternal  destruction,  and  knowing  that  the  sacrifice  made  on  their  behalf  is  such  as 
irresistibly  proves  that  God  so  loved  them  as  to  do  everything  to  save  them  except  to 
dishonour  himself,  give  me  a  teacher  who  would  exclaim  with  the  apostle,  “  I 
determined  not  to  know  anything  among  you,  save  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified.” 

We  proceed  to  observe  to  you,  that  although  to  the  eyes  of  sense  there  be  nothing 
but  shame  about  the  cross,  yet  spiritual  discernment  proves  it  to  be  hung  with  the  very 
richest  of  trophies.  You  well  remember  how  St.  Paul  speaks  in  his  epistle  to  the 
Colossians,  in  what  magnificent  terms  he  describes  the  achievements  of  tiie  dying 
Redeemer  blotting  out  the  handwriting  of  ordinances  that  was  against  us,  which  was 
contrary  to  us,  that  he  took  out  of  the  waj,  nailing  it  to  the  cross;  and  having  spoiled 
principalities  and  powers,  made  a  show  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in  it,  as 
though  he  had  vanquished  all  the  enemies  of  God  and  man,  stripped  them  of  their 
usurped  sovereignty,  and  fastened  them  in  the  face  of  the  universe  to  the  cross  on  which 
he  himself  hung.  And  what  is  this  but  the  matter  of  fact? 

It  is  necessary  to  be  admitted,  that  in  one  point  of  view  there  was  shame,  degradation, 
and  ignominy  in  Christ  dying  on  the  cross  ;  but  it  is  equally  certain  that  in  another 
there  was  honour,  victory,  and  triumph.  You  are  all  aware  that  such  was  the 
scheme  of  our  redemption,  that  without  shedding  of  blood  there  could  be  no 
remission,  and  that  it  was  made  the  indispensable  condition  to  human  salvation,  that 
the  Word  when  found  in  fashion  as  a  man  should  offer  himself  as  a  sacrifice  for  sin. 
And  if  such  wero  the  ordained  arrangement  for  human  salvation,  then  it  follows  that 
on  the  cross  was  achieved  the  mightiest  result  of  which  this  earth  has  ever  been  the 
scene,  and  that  death  was  made  the  instrument  of  its  own  destruction,  and  of  the  great 
adversary  of  God.  We  are  told  that  “  through  death  Christ  Jesus  destroyed  him  that  had 
the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil ;  ”  and  that  “  he  made,  peace  by  the  blood  of  the  cross.” 
We  know  that  in  dying  the  Redeemer  broke  off  the  yoke  from  the  neck  of  the  human 
population,  wrenched  from  Satan  the  sceptre  which  he  had  long  wielded  as  the  god  of 
this  world,  and  scattered  the  seeds  of  immortality  amid  the  dust  of  the  sepulchres. 
Might  not,  therefore,  an  apostle  declare,  that  11  Christ  Jesus  spoiled  principalities  and 
powers,  and  made  a  show  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in  his  cross  ?  ”  I 
know  not  whether  he  refers  to  any  exhibition  which  was  vouchsafed  to  other  orders  ot 
beings  ;  whether  he  is  to  be  understood  as  affirming,  that  there  was  a  vivid  manifestation 
of  the  triumphs  of  the  cross  just  as  thougli  the  devil  and  his  apostate  company,  men, 
death,  and  hell,  had  all  been  made  to  pass  in  procession  like  captives  at  the  chariot- 
wheels  of  the  conqueror,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  invisible  world  might  know  the 
victories  of  the  Redeemer  in  death.  But  whatever  the  demonstration  of  conquest 
which  may  have  been  .granted  to  angels,  ice  need  nothing  but  the  eye  of  faith  in  order 
to  the  discerning  on  the  cross  the  noblest  trophies  that  a  victor  ever  won.  There,  nailed 
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with  the  very  nails  by  which  the  feet  and  hands  of  the  Redeemer  were  pierced,  hangs  the 
law  by  which  all  were  condemned,  but  which  has  now  nothing  to  lay  to  the  charge  of  God’s 
elect.  There  are  impaled  those  principalities  and  powers,  the  originators  and  propagators 
of  evil,  who  leagued  together  to  effect  man’s  destruction  ;  but  who, now  that  Christ  has 
died,  machinate  in  vain  against  such  as  have  faith  in  the  Lord  our  Redeemer.  There 
is  fastened  death  itself,  that  great  tyrant  and  destroyer  of  human  kind.  There,  in 
dying,  Christ  accomplished  the  noble  prediction,  “O  death  I  will  be  thy  destruction!” 
There  our  sins  are  transfixed,  having  been  condemned  in  the  flesh,  because  borne  in 
Christ’s  body  on  the  tree — exlrbited  as  capable  of  forgiveness,  yet  as  objects  of  abhor¬ 
rence,  inasmuch  as  nothing  shows  their  enormity  like  that  which  gains  their  pardon. 
Am  I,  then,  to  be  ashamed  of  the  cross?  It  is  to  be  ashamed  of  the  battle-field  on 
which  bath  been  won  the  noblest  of  victories — of  the  engines  by  which  hath  been 
vanquished  the  mightest  of  enemies.  It  is  to  be  ashamed  of  conquest,  ashamed  of  triumph, 
ashamed  of  deliverance.  Indeed,  I  know  you  may  tell  me,  that  a  result  may  be 
glorious,  and  yet  the  means  through  which  it  is  effected  degrading  and  ignoble  ; 
but  what  is  called  shame  is  one  great  element  of  glory.  It  would  have  been  compa¬ 
ratively  nothing,  that  as  the  leader  of  the  celestial  army  Christ  should  have  overthrown 
the  foes  of  God  and  man.  The  splendid  thing  is,  that  he  “trod  the  wine-press  alone, 
and  that  of  the  people  there  was  with  him  none.”  It  would  have  been  comparatively  as 
nothing  if  with  the  putting  forth  all  the  might  of  Divinity,  he  should  have  shown 
himself  superior  to  every  adversary,  The  marvellous,  the  amazing  truth  is,  that  he 
met  the  opposing  forces  as  man — a  man  over  whom  death  was  to  have  power;  and 
that  as  a  man,  yea  a  man  in  the  agonies  of  dissolution,  he  discomfited  every  foe,  he 
won  every  triumph.  He  triumphed  by  being  apparently  defeated ;  he  vanquished  by 
the  act  of  yielding  to  the  enemy,  and  therefore  was  his  death  glorious — ay,  unspeak¬ 
ably  more  glorious,  than  life,  array  it  how  you  will  with  circumstances  of  honour. 
To  have  destroyed  death  by  living  would  have  been  wonderful ;  but  to  have  destroyed 
it  by  dying — oh,  this  is  the  prodigy  of  prodigies,  the  glory  of  glories!  This  takes 
all  signs  of  infirmity  from  the  wounds  of  the  Mediator.  These  were  the  weapons 
with  which  he  conquered.  This  turns  the  crown  of  thorns  into  a  diadem  of 
splendour;  for  in  being  wound  round  his  brow  they  lost  their  power  to  injure.  This 
converts  the  sepulchre  of  Christ  into  the  avenue  of  immortality  :  for  in  entering  it  he 
gave  light  to  the  buried,  and  made  sure  the  resurrection  of  whatsoever  hath  been  human. 
And  if  all  this  may  be  affirmed  of  “Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified,”  can  I  want 
anything  more  from  a  teacher  who  visits  me  to  guide  me  in  the  warfare?  Must  he  equip 
himself  with  the  learning  of  the  schools;  must  he  become  conversant  with  the 
theories  of  philosophy,  or  frame  an  apology  for  what  he  has  to  tell,  as  though  the 
doctrine  of  “  Christ  crucified”  were  not  enough  for  the  sinner,  or  as  though  he  could  not 
make  way  against  prejudice?  Nay,  ye  learned  teachers!  ye  polished  lecturers!  ye 
subtle  reasoners!  give  place  to  an  apostle  who  could  express  his  fixed  and  earnest 
resolution — “  I  determined  not  to  know  anything  among  you,  save  Jesus  Christ,  and 
him  crucified.” 

Perhaps  we  may  hitherto  have  scarcely  carried  the  argument  to  the  full  extent  of 
the  apostle’s  assertion.  Not  only  was  he  determined  to  know  nothing  amongst  the 
Corinthians  save  “  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified,”  but  he  was  determined,  you  see, 
to  know  nothing  else.  And  if  you  consider  for  a  moment  what  reason  we  have  to  believe 
that  every  blessing  we  enjoy  may  be  traced  to  the  cross,  you  will  readily  acknowledge 
that  St.  Paul  went  no  further  than  he  was  bound  to  go  as  a  faithful  messenger  of  Christ. 
It  is  the  doctrine  of  the  cross — thatman  forfeited  through  apostacy  whatever  he  possessed 
of  good  upon  earth,  as  well  as  whatever  might  have  been  reserved  for  him  in  another 
state  of  being.  And  the  only  sufficient  reason  that  can  be  given  why  what  had  been 
forfeited  was  not  instantly  withdrawn,  seems  to  have  been,  that  the  intercession  of  Jesus 
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was  prevalent  from  the  first  moment  of  transgression  :  so  that  immediately  that  sin 
cried  for  vengeance,  the  atoning  blood,  not  then  shed,  pleaded  for  remission.  It  is  not 
enough,  it  seems,  that  Christ,  by  his  agony  and  passion,  recovered  for  us  the  lost  immor¬ 
tality.  VVe  believe  it  to  bo  just  as  true  that  he  preserved  for  man  whatever  is  valuable 
in  time,  as  that  he  regains  for  man  whatever  is  glorious  in  eternity.  I  think  that  we 
ought  never  to  look  admiringly  on  the  magnificence  of  the  landscape,  never 
to  gather  in  the  harvest,  never  to  gladden  ourselves  with  the  charities  of  home, 
never  to  trace  the  workings  of  intellect,  without  as  distinct  a  feeling  of  obligation  to 
Christ,  as  when  we  hear  how  the  soul  is  saved  through  his  blood  and  his  righteousness. 
I  can  say  to  the  man  of  science, — Thine  intellect  was  saved  for  thee  through  the  cross; 
I  can  say  to  the  father  of  a  family, — The  endearments  of  home  were  reserved  to  thee  by 
the  cross  ;  I  can  say  to  the  admirer  of  nature, — The.  glorious  things  in  the  mighty  pano¬ 
rama  retain  their  places  through  the  erection  of  the  cross  ;  I  can  say  to  the  ruler  of  an 
empire, — The  subordination  of  the  different  classes,  the  linkings  of  society,  the  energies 
of  government,  are  all  owing  to  the  cross.  And  when  the  mind  passes  on  to  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  spiritual  benefits,  where  can  you  find  one  not  connected  with  the  cross? 
The  pardon  of  sin — it  could  be  granted  because  expiation  had  been  made,  but  then  the 
expiation  was  made  on  the  cross.  The  influences  of  the  Spirit — they  can  be  vouch¬ 
safed  because  purchased  by  Christ,  but  the  purchase-money  was  paid  on  the  cross. 
Death  may  be  triumphed  over,  but  only  because  Christ  triumphed  over  it  as  he  hung  on 
the  cross.  Heaven  may  be  entered,  but  only  because,  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  cross, 
Christ  opened  the  kingdqm  to  all  believers.  And  thus  time  and  eternity  are  each  equally 
irradiated,  each  equally  filled  with  benediction,  as  though  thore  flowed  from  that 
which  to  the  carnal  spirit  yet  wears  the  emblem  of  shame,  whatever  is  precious  to 
man  as  a  sojourner  on  earth — whatever  is  needed  by  him  as  the  heir  of  immortality. 
What,  then,  do  I  need  beyond  the  doctrine  of  the  cross?  What  is  there  of  any  worth  to 
me  in  my  immortal  capacity  which  you  can  teach  me,  that  is  not.  derived  from  the 
cross?  How,  then,  shall  an  instructor  prepare  himself  for  visiting  idolatrous  nations  ? 
Of  course  he  takes  with  him  the  great  truths  of  the  Incarnation  and  Atonement ;  but  is 
it  necessary  that  he  should  add  to  these?  Must  he  have  various  theories  to  meet  the 
various  tastes  of  his  audience  ?  Must  he  be  prepared  to  back  up  these  truths  by  other 
collateral  doctrines,  or  to  illustrate  them  by  curious  analogies  ?  Oh,  no  !  So  true  is  it 
that  all  we  have,  and  all  we  hope  for,  flows  from  the  cross;  so  certain  is  it  that  every 
truth  in  which  as  immortal  beings  we  are  clearly  interested,  is  in  some  way  or  other 
derived  from  the  cross,  that  the  apostle,  not  because  he  was  narrow  minded,  but 
because  he  was  large  minded;  not  because  he  wished  to  teach  but  little,  but  because  he 
strove  to  teach  much,  could  exclaim — “I  determined  not  to  know  anything  among  you, 
save  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified.” 

We  have  yet  one  more  remark,  and  that  is  the  last:  St.  Paul  must  have  desired  to 
teach  that  doctrine  which  was  best  adapted  to  the  bringing  the  Corinthians  to  “live 
soberly,  and  righteously,  and  godly  in  the  world.”  If,  therefore,  he  confined  himself 
to  any  one  doctrine,  we  may  be  certain  that  he  considered  it  the  most  likely  to  be 
influential  on  the  practice — on  the  turning  sinners  from  the  error  of  their  ways,  and 
making  them  obedient  to  the  laws  of  their  God.  And  what  doctrine  is  this,  if  not  Jesus 
Christ  and  him  crucified  ?”  In  another  place  St.  Paul  describes  himself  as  glorying  in 
the  cross,  because  by  it  the  “  world  was  crucified  unto  him,  and  he  unto  the 
world.”  What  are  we  to  understand  by  this  two-fold  crucifixion  ?  The  world 
was  to  St.  Paul  as  a  crucified  thing,  and  St.  Paul  was  to  the  world  as  a  crucified 
thing.  They  were  dead  the  one  to  the  other.  The  apostle  regarded  the  world, 
with  its  pomps,  its  shows,  its  pleasures,  its  riches,  its  honours,  with  no  other  feelings 
than  those  with  which  he  would  have  regarded  a  malefactor  fastened  to  a  cross,  and 
whose  eonditiou  could  present  no  desire  for  participation  ;  or  the  world  appeared  no 
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more  glorious,  no  more  attractive  to  Paul  than  it  would  to  a  man  in  the  agony  of 
dissolution,  who,  suspended  on  the  cross,  would  look  down  with  a  kind  of  insensibility 
on  objects  which  before  were  precious  in  his  sight.  Thus  the  world  was  to  the 
apostle  as  a  crucified  thing;  or,  to  express  the  same  idea  somewhat  differently,  the 
apostle  was  to  the  world  as  a  crucified  man  :  so  that  if  we  put  away  the  metaphor,  the. 
thing  affirmed  is,  that  St.  Paul  was  completely  a  new  creature,  with  affections! 
detached  from  things  below,  and  fixed  on  things  above;  and  he  ascribes  to  the! 
virtues  of  the  cross  this  change  in  himself, — and  to  the  virtues  of  the  cross,  and  Jesus* 
Christ,  and  him  crucified,  might  he  justly  ascribe  it.  It  is  one  of  the  great  fruits  of 
Christ’s  passion  and  death,  that  the  life-giving  influences  of  the  Holy  Ghost  are  shed' 
on  us  abundantly.  We  read  that  when  the  Mediator  ascended  up  on  high,  that  he 
might  claim  the  recompense  of  his  humiliation  and  sufferings,  he  received  gifts  for  men, 
yea,  even  for  the  rebellious,  that  the  Lord  God  might  dwell  amongst  them.  Without 


the  descent  of  the  Spirit,  the  work  of  redemption  would  have  been  incomplete;  for  it  is 
the  Spirit  which  receives  of  the  things  of  Christ  and  shows  them  to  the  soul.  It  is  the  . 
Spirit  which  applies  or  makes  available  the  finished  work  of  the  Mediator;  so  that, 
though  redeemed,  we  could  not  be  saved  unless  the  Spirit  convinced  us  of  sin,  wrought 
in  us  repentance,  and  enabled  us  to  believe  in  Jesus  as  our  Advocate  with  God.  But, 
of  course,  the  Spirit  could  not  have  been  bestowed  unless  Christ  had  died.  We  are  not 
more  indebted  to  Christ  for  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light,  than  for  ineetness  for 
that  inheritance,  without  which  heaven  cannot  be  entered,  nor  enjoyed  if  it  could.  It 
is,  therefore,  through  the  cross  that  we  become  new  creatures,  crucified  to  the  world, 
and  the  world  crucified  unto  us  ;  and  it  is  through  the  sacrifice  presented  on  the  cross 
that  those  influences  are  derived  to  us,  without  which  they  could  do  nothing  for 
our  moral  renovation.  There  is  more  to  be  said  than  this.  Would  you  learn  to 
despise  the  pomps  and  vanities  of  earth,  to  hate  sin  and  to  withstand  evil  lusts? 
Then  must  you  be  much  on  the  mount  of  crucifixion  ;  much  with  Jesus  in  his  last 
struggle  with  evil.  Who  would  yield  to  a  corrupt  passion,  who  would  indulge 
himself  in  unlawful  gratification,  who  would  hearken  to  base  temptations  if  his  eye' 
were  on  Christ,  “wounded  for  onr  transgressions,  and  bruised  for  our  iniquities?” 
The  sight  of  Jesus  pierced  by  and  for  our  sins  is  the  great  preservative  against 
onr  yielding  to  the  pleadings  of  corrupt  nature.  One  glance  at  the  cross  would 
make  us  pause  in  the  pursuit  of  a  bauble,  bring  confusion  on  the  face  at  daring  to 
be  sensual,  and  fill  us  with  self-reproach  that  we  could  desire  what  is  perishable. 
The  world  was  one  of  those  trophies  which  in  his  hour  of  apparent  defeat,  but  actual 
mastery,  Christ  fastened  to  the  tree  on  which  he  hung;  for  in  dying  he  defaced  and 
deformed  the  objects  most  coveted  amongst  men.  The  nails  with  which  he  was  pierced 
are  still  those  which  must  be  driven  into  our  passions  and  lusts,  if,  like  Jael  withSisera, 
we  would  see  the  enemy  stretched  dead  at  our  feet.  And  if  we  can  affirm  this 
ot  the  cross,  and  if  the  apostle  must  have  desired  to  publish  that  amongst  the 
Corinthians  most  likely  to  be  effectual  in  bringing  them  “out  of  darkness  into 
marvellous  light,”  can  you  any  longer  wonder  at  the  determination  announced  in  our 
text  ?”  We,  too,  will  “  know  nothing  save  Jesus  Christ  and  him  crucified.”  By  nature 
we  are  prisoners,  and  this  teaches  us  how  to  be  free  ;  we  are  powerless,  and  this  teaches 
us  how  to  gain  strength  ;  we  are  doomed  to  eternal  misery,  and  this  teaches  us  how  to 
become  heirs  of  the  promises.  To  whom,  then,  shall  we  go,  but  to  Christ  on  the 
cross?  O  Lord  !  it  is  only  through  thee — thee,  dying  “  the  just  for  the  unjust,”  that 
we  can  live.  Therefore,  strengthen  thou  us  in  the  determination  to  “  know  only  thee, 
and  thee  crucified  !  ” 
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